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Education 700 
History of American Education 
Dr. Allan Miller 
Interview: "Rural one Room Schools - Edith Williamson, Hoisington, Kansas 
By Ted Gardner 
Gardner: This interview is with Edith Williamson, 659 W. Third 
St., Hoisington, Kansas. Edith was a teacher in a one 
room school house in the State of Kansas. This 
interview is in coordination with a project from Fort 
Hays State University, headed by Dr. Allan Miller. It 
will be in conjunction with Education 700 which is the 
History of American Education and it will deal with 
Edith's experiences in teaching in a one room school 
house in the State of Kansas. Your name is Edith 
Williamson and you live in Hoisington, Kansas? 
Williamson: Yes 
Gardner: What is your age? 










You sure don't look 82. Where did you go to grade 
school? 
Thistle Grove, well Hanson, that was a rural school in 
Ness County, Kansas, that was established by my 
grandfather. It was known as the Hanson school for a 
number of years and then it was finally changed to 
Thistle Grove. 
Where exactly was it located? 
It is located about four miles south of McCracken and 
two and one-half miles west, it is just over the ••• 
McCracken is in Rush County, that was our address, but 
the schoolhouse was located two and one-half miles west 
on a country road from McCracken in Ness County. 
Where did you go to high school? 
I went one year at McCracken High and finished at 
Hoisington High. 
Where did you attend college? 
Just summer school at Fort Hays. 












I didn't get a degree, At that time they had what was 
known as a normal training course in high school down 
here and I took that in high school and then we took an 
examination and got a certificate. That was good for 
two years and then you had to get so many hours of 
college to renew that and I went to summer school at 
Fort Hays. 
In those times you really didn't have time to go to 
school, you had to go during the summer? 
You had to go during the summer. 
What were the years and dates that you taught? 
My first school was in 1925-26 and I taught there five 
terms and then I went to ••• that was out here in Barton 
County at Shoefly school and then I went over to Prairie 
Center School for the final year that I taught. I was 
married then the next ••• right after school was out that 
year. 
So actually how many years did you teach in a one room? 
I taught six years. 
Did they have any awards back then for teachers that 
you were aware of? 
Not that I was aware of. 
Okay, I don't think they probably would have at that 
time. So really teachers didn't get much recognition 
in that period at all? 
No but you got good cooperation. I think my first 
salary was when I did all this ••. I didn't teach the 
first year I was out of high school because it ••• wages 
were beginning to fall and I decided I wasn't going 
to be a part of decreasing a teacher's wages, that 
they weren't being paid enough as it was and I worked 
at the telephone office the first year and then the 
next year there was some friends asked me to apply 
for this school out here and I did get the school and 
stayed there for five years. I suppose if I had known 
I was going to be married the next year, I would have 
stayed all the time there. The last year I taught out 
there, there was only three pupils and that wasn't very 
much of a challenge and I thought this one little 
youngster, well all three of them, I had had them for 
















Okay, did you have official records that you had to 
keep? 
Oh yes, you had to keep records and you had to send .•• 
you had a daily record and you had to make a ••• there 
was a book where you made a daily plan to follow as 
closely as you possibly could and then you had to send 
in records to the county also. 
What records did you have to keep? 
The attendance and the grades and I didn't like the 
system of grading because I didn't think that the 
teacher was capable of telling whether this one was an 
A+ or B-. I think they experimented that year with 
some A, B. c, D and E and whether their work was 
satisfactory or unsatisfactory. There is a difference 
in children and they don't all respond the same. 
Did you have any types of pictorial records that were 
kept then. Did they come out ••• ! don't suppose anybody 
took any pictures of the classes or the students? 
I don't think so. 
Did you have any newspapers or did the courthouse give 
you any printed material that helped you as far as ••• 
well like in the newspaper, did they give your school 
any coverage or anything like that? 
Not particularly. They had a P.T.A. organization with 
four districts and sometimes there would be a little 
write up about that in the paper but the county 
superintendent, Mrs. Rinker (sic), was very helpful to 
me because she visited the school and after she visited 
the school she talked to me awhile and then she sent me 
a book that really helped. I don't even remember the 
name of the book anymore but it was a big help at that 
time. 
So they did kind of require you to keep lesson plans or 
make lessons for them? 
Yes, you were supposed to have your lesson plans. 
Did you have to turn them in to anybody? 
No, you could keep those. 
Did they have or were you expected to keep records of 
the material that you used in the class or any of the 















The youngsters furnished their own books at that time 
and the playground equipment or maybe some extra 
library books or I remember we subscribed ••• we had a 
box supper or pie supper to earn some money and the 
teacher could spend that money any way she wanted to 
for things for her school and we bought some library 
books and we bought some playground equipment I think, 
softballs or something like that. 
What subjects did you have in your school? 
Let's see there was reading, writing and arithmetic and 
we had geography, I think they call it social studies 
now, history, spelling and English. 
How about penmanship? 
Yes we had penmanship. That was the time they changed 
from one system to another. My penmanship is horrible 
now. 
They really put an emphasis on spelling? 
Yes on spelling and on arithmetic. They drilled good 
and they knew the multiplication tables and they could 
add and subtract and do simple problems. 
They didn't use calculators like they do today? 
No 
What was the length of the school day, do you recall? 
From 9:00 in the morning to 4:00 in the afternoon. The 
teacher had to get their early in the winter time and 
build the fire, get the fuel in for the day. 
What type of fuel did you use for your stove, was it 
coal or wood? 
We had wood at one time. They thought they really had 
a supply of wood, they bought a bunch of cottonwood 
trees. Well they burn just like paper so usually we 
had coal and the second year out at Shoefly, instead 
of giving me a raise, they constructed a new school 
house with a basement. One of the boys wrote to me 
while I was up at Hays and he said all of the out 
buildings are in the basement. I thought that was a 
clever way of putting it, the out buildings are in the 
basement so that made it a little bit easier the next 
year because you didn't have to go out to the wood 

















What was the length of the school year? 
Eight months. 
Did this change any while you were teaching, the eight 
months or was it always the same? 
I think it was always eight months. 
A couple of the women that I have talked to said that 
they taught when it was seven months and then it went 
to eight months later on. 
That was the way it was when I went to school but when 
I taught school it was eight months. 
Do you remember any of the specific teaching methods 
you might have used for teaching spelling, arithmetic 
or anything like that? 
I used flash cards and we had spelling matches. 
Like the spelling bees? 
Yes something like that and sometimes on Friday 
afternoons, if they had been real good, from the last 
recess on we would have a geography match or something 
like that where they would locate different places. 
Each side would have the same map and then they would 
locate a place in a certain length of time, that was 
a point for that side. It gave a little competition 
especially when there wasn't many in the class. 
In other words you are telling me that you had a lot of 
student interaction, students really took a big part in 
the learning experience? 
Yes, and once in a while if one of the older ones 
wanted to, they would listen to the little ones spell 
or something like that. 
And the older ones probably really helped in that 
situation. What teaching aids were available for you 
back then? Did you have maps? 
We had a set of maps and they had set of encyclopedias. 
I believe it was world Books or Compton's, and then 
they had a few library books, not a whole lot and that 
was about the extent of it. Of course, the 
blackboards, erasers and chalk and all of that was 












Did you have a globe? 
Yes we had a globe, 
Do you think that the teaching aids that you had really 
improved your ability to teach or did you use your 
teacher aids very much back then? 
I used ••• I got on my own for the normal instrucor and 
I thought that was good because it had posters, it had 
patterns that we could use and the youngsters divided 
them in making posters to decorate with and things of 
that type. 
Were there any special classes or unique educational 
services that were offered back then? I know you 
wouldn't have had special education or any special 
reading program or anything like that? 
No. I did try to encourage them to read extra books. 
Okay, describe to me what you recall would be a typical 
day as far as your teaching went. What did you usually 
start with in the morning and how did you go from one 
area to the other? 
Usually in the morning the first thing was to get the 
room prepared and ready for the youngsters when they 
came and I can't recall ••• ! remember we had a, there 
wasn't a well, I guess these youngsters must have 
brought a bucket of water and we had a container that 
they used. When school took up we always had a, that 
was permitted at that time, a word of prayer .•• ! mean 
a little scripture lesson, the 19th Psalm was the one 
we used quite frequently and the LOrd's Prayer. Then 
maybe we had current events some mornings and some 
mornings we would ••• maybe there was a special book that 
they liked and I would read the chapter of that book 
in the morning. Then we would go into the classes and 
it seemed to me like English and geography and spelling 
were afternoon classes and the others were morning 
classes, I think, that has been a long time ago. 
Do you remembei::., did you try to give the same amount of 
time to each subject matter or did you use more time 
for maybe arithmetic than you did something else? 
Well, it depended upon, the lessons would depend. Now 
some days you would spend more time on arithmetic than 
you would on some other subject. Some days you would 
spend more time on maybe reading, English or spelling. 
If I thought they were having difficulty with something 
















sometimes you could combine maybe the 7th and 8th 
grade classes in some of those activities. 
That's good. Did you have any type of competency tests 
or grade level tests taken for promotion purposes? 
Not that I recall. 
Okay. The tests that were given, did you give tests 
yourself? 
I gave tests myself and they had to have preparation. 
They knew that there would be a county examination 
where they would be going to a different school. From 
here they went to Beaver and there would be a strange 
teacher that they wouldn't be familiar with that would 
be giving the examination for them. 
What was the county exam? Was that used to pass on? 
It was used to pass them on. They had to have an 
average of at least 80, I believe it was, and nothing 
below 65 in the subjects they took and they had to take 
examinations that was sent out by the State, it was a 
big long sheet of paper, one for each child to fill 
o~. 
Was that done for every grade or just like 7th or 8th? 
I think you could start in the ••• well when I went to 
school you could start in the 7th grade and get 
passing grades, I think there was three different 
subjects and then when you go on to the 8th grade, when 
I taught they didn't have a 9th grade, the 7th and 8th 
grades were the ones that went to ••• it was always a 
rainy, dismal day that they had to go take those exams. 
In order to go to high school then, they had to pass. 
Yes they had to pass and get a diploma from the county. 
You have already told me that your school didn't have a 
library, you just had a few library books that you 
brought, right? 
They had a few books on the shelf. 
How did you decide on a textbook, do you remember? was 
that provided for you or were you told? 















Where did they come from? 
Well, I think they were approved by the State but the 
kids went down to the drugstore at Hoisington and 
bought their school books. The Hoisington Drug was 
one at that time that handled all of the school 
supplies. 
And so they were responsible for buying all of their 
own books and equipment? 
All of their own books and equipment. 
Do you have any idea how many books that they would 
have to buy? 
They passed a lot of the books down. When they started 
in reading, it would cover two years and then maybe 
there would be another one in the family that would use 
that book, but I suppose an individual child would have 
to have a reading book, spelling book, arithmetic book 
and a writing book. At that time they had to have an 
English book of some type. 
What would you say the atmosphere of the educational 
program was at that time? would you say that it was 
very strict or was it loose or how do you see the 
atmosphere? 
Well there were certain rules that you went by and then 
you had the freedom to use your own initiative in some 
cases. There were certain books that were approved for 
your library. You just didn't go out and buy books and 
put them in your library, they had to be approved. 
How do you think the students' attitudes were toward 
education at that time? 
I think they were more eager to learn at that time than 
they are now. I haven't been connected with the 
schools a whole lot recently. 
Well I can tell you in the public school level right 
now they have a difficult time with a lot of the kids 
because they really don't want to learn. They are only 
in school because they have to be there. 














It was always .•. to me it was always a privilege, I 
always looked forward to the starting of school when 
I was a kid because that was the time you got together 
with your friends and you had the opportunity of 
learning and I guess I was fortunate most of the time 
to have a real good teacher. 
Did you start teaching immediately out of high school, 
did you teach the next year after you graduated? 
No, the first year, I think I already mentioned that, 
that I didn't teach the first year because the salaries 
was going down and I didn't think that was fair and the 
next year I started. I think $90.00 was my beginning 
and the last one I got $110.00 a month. 
One of the ladies I interviewed a couple of days ago 
said that her first salary was $75.00 and then she went 
to $70.00. In 1931 it was $75.00 and 1932 it was 
$70.00 and in 1933 it was $50.00. 
I know it went down after I quit teaching. My last 
year was in 1931. 
So you were just at the start of the depressionary 
years? 
Yes. I think that the year that I graduated from high 
school one of the girls thought that she just had to 
have a school and she taught that year, I think, for 
$70.00 and the wages had been up around $100.00 most of 
the time or $90.00 or something like that. 
Okay, so getting back to the atmosphere of education, 
we kind of got off the subject here, but getting back 
to the atmosphere of education, you think that the 
student, when you were teaching, was really anxious to 
come to school and really anxious to do as good as job 
as they possibly could? 
They seemed to be, they were good workers. 
What were the observances of your school. You probably 
got out for Christmas? 
Yes we did. There were so many days that you had to 
have. Once in awhile there would be a storm and once 
or twice I think we had school on Saturday to make up 
for that day. I don't think they will let them do that 
any more but at that time it was permitted if it was 
















So you were expected to make up your days that you 
missed for snow or whatever? 
For snow or something like that. 
How about any other holidays that you can think of that 
you observed? 
I think Christmas vacation and Thanksgiving vacation 
were the only vacations we had. 
Do you recall about how long you got off for these 
vacations? 
Thanksgiving was Thursday and Friday and then we were 
back to school on Monday. On Christmas you could as 
long as two weeks I believe but usually they would 
prefer that you didn't because it was a farming 
community and by the time school was out, spring work 
was beginning to open up and they needed the youngsters 
at home. 
So you think you probably took about a week? 
Most of the time. 
Did your school have graduation exercises? 
No. The only graduation exercise in the country school 
was the county graduation where they called ••• all the 
graduates in the county would go to the county seat and 
have graduation exercises. 
So all the schools from that county would get together 
at one place after the 8th grade year right? 
After they passed the 8th grade. It was rather 
interesting when I graduated from the grade school, we 
went to Ness City for our commencement, for our 
graduation exercises, 105 in the exercise, then 50 
years later one of the girls that was in that class 
moved next door to me ~nd we got acquainted and after 
visiting we found out that we were graduates of the 
same class in Ness County. 
That was interesting. Okay, you have told me a little 
bit about your responsibilites before school of the 
morning. You would have to come in early and you would 
have to get the fire going and do you remember about 
what time you would have to come in? 


















Okay then after school of an evening, what were your 
responsibilites then? 
Well, usually clean up the school house, sweep the 
floor. once in awhile the youngsters would be real 
good and maybe they would want to sweep the floor at 
the last recess if it was stormy outside and they 
couldn't be outside. And I got things ready for the 
next day, your class preparation, things that you 
might need for the classes the next day. 
And would you say you put in probably about an hour 
after school? 
Probably. 
So you were there really 8 to 5 and the kids were there 
9 to 4? 
That is right. 
How about the kids, did 
the care of the school. 
chalkboards or erasers? 
they help in any other ways in 
Did they clean your 
Yes, they did that sometimes. They liked to that and 
if it was going to be a program night in the last 
school the desks were so that you could ••• they weren't 
fastened down and they would slide them, they liked to 
put compound on the floor and have a little skating. 
At the last recess they would clean the floor, that 
polished the floor. 
Okay, but you were responsible for the upkeep of the 
school? 
Yes. 
If you could get the kids to help you, that would be 
great but if you couldn't get them to, then it was your 
responsibility? 
Yes 
How were teachers expected to conduct themselves in the 
community? 
Well I think you were supposed to be an upright 
citizen. There were a lot of things that you didn't do 
that some people did. 

















or anything like that? 
Oh yes anything like that or if you smoked, you didn't 
dare. In that one community I didn't dance, I was too 
awkward to dance but I don't think they really approved 
of me going to dances and I didn't go. 
So you really had a code of ethics that you were 
supposed to follow? 
Right. 
And you were supposed to be an example to your 
students, keep high moral character for them to go by? 
Right. 
But you sure weren't paid to do all of those things 
were you? 
Oh, I don't know. In meeting the youngsters afterward 
I still have two or three of them in Hoisington here 
that went to school to me out there and I have had them 
stop by. I even had one that came down from in 
Northwest Kansas to our 50th wedding anniversary and I 
thought that was nice. 
Yes. I think the most rewarding experience a teacher 
can have is to just have another student, an old 
student, come back and tell you they really appreciate 
what you did. 
Or just come by to see you and talk to you a while. 
Yes. Most of the people we teach don't even take the 
time to come back and do things like that. Were you in 
charge of any extracurricular activities other than 
just the subjects that you taught? 
At least once a year they were expected to have some 
kind of money making project. That is a program for 
the community that the school provided, I suppose that 
was the extracurricular. 
How about music, did you have music? 
we didn't have music, no. 
I don't suppose you had any organized athletics like 
they have now? 















What were your playground activities that you usually 
took part in? 
The usual games, they played softball some, blackmail, 
I can't remember the name of it, but where they run 
around, just different games, ducks and geese in the 
winter time When there was snow. 
And you said that most of your discipline problems 
resulted from the playground right rather than in the 
classroom? 
Well I had one that would be kind of contrary, he 
didn't want to play with somebody and I would say 
alright you can go over there and play. We just went 
ahead and played and pretty soon he came and joined. 
was there a problem in those days of teacher turn over? 
Not necessarily because, I don't believe there was. 
They did change some because I could have stayed there 
at that school but one morning two members of the 
school board over at Prairie Center stopped and wanted 
to know if I would consider their school. That was a 
bigger school and I thought the three youngsters needed 
a change. There happened to be two more moving into 
the district that next year. 
Were there plenty of people that were willing to teach 
back then? 
Well there were a lot of teachers but there seemed to 
be a lot of schools too. A lot of rural schools, I 
know several that were in our class though, most of 
them, about three or four of us at least stayed two 
or three years at the same school and didn't move from 
one school to another and maybe even more than that. 
Did you know many men teachers or were most of the 
teachers women? 
I think there was only one man teacher in Barton 
County. a Mr. White from over around Pawnee Rock or 
Larned, Well let's see there was one or two. Let's 
see there was one boy that graduated from high 
school before I did that taught and I think he just 
taught one year. 

















Okay and there was no principal of course for the 
school? 
The county superintendent was the one that you were 
responsible to and then the school board. 
We will get into school boards here shortly. Your 
county superintendent you told me was a lady, right? 
Yes, all the time that I taught it was a lady. 
Was it the same one? 
No, Mrs. Rinker (sic) was the first one I had and then 
Agnes Prager (sic) I believe was the last one I had. 
Her mother lived over around Claflin or in that 
neighborhood. She had taught at McCracken and had 
stayed with my grandmother when she was at McCracken 
and I was acquainted with her at that time. 
Did you have any kind of set evaluation system that 
they used for evaluating teachers? 
Not that I was aware of. 
Okay, the evaluation was just done by the school board 
members? 
School board members. 
If they liked you, they rehired you and if they 
didn't ••• 
Well if they liked you they rehired you or there was 
teachers that had a reputation of being a good teacher 
and then there were some that had didn't have that 
reputation. 
Okay, did you ever get any raises and if you did, how 
did they determine whether a teacher would get a raise 
or not, do you have any idea? 
Well the first year they paid me $90.00 and then the 
next year they decided to build a new school house so 
nothing was said about a raise, they just left it the 
same. Then the next year they raised it to a $100.00 
and the next year, I think the last year out at Shoefly 
they paid me $110.00. I didn't figure I was earning 
it because there were only three pupils there and 
there were so many things that we couldn't do. Now 
that year we did, the creek was around and we did a lot 
of nature study that year because the four of us could 


















learn about the names of the different things down 
there and we spent a lot of noon hours down there. 
So you had regular field trips in that situation? 
Yes, and look at the pasture and the works. We found 
fossils, rocks that had imprints on them. We did have 
field trips. 
How were discipline problems with the children handled? 
I don't remember having any discipline problems. 
Okay, you had the right to spank children didn't you if 
you needed to? 
Yea-4 you had the right to spank them but I never did 
have to spank them. 
Did you ever have to make any stay in after school? 
once in awhile if they didn't get their lessons but not 
very often. 
I suppose they hated that didn't they, probably worse 
than getting a spanking? 
That's right. 
My next question would be did the female teachers 
handle discipline differently than male teachers but 
since you only had one male teacher in that area, or 
very few male teachers, why you probably wouldn't have 
any way of knowing that. 
I had one while I went to school, my first teacher was 
a male teacher and that is the only male teacher I had 
until I was in high school. 
Do you think that the one male teacher you had when you 
were a student~ did he handle discipline problems any 
different than your female teachers? 
This particular one did because he had two brothers and 
two sisters in the school. He was a catholic and he 
used to make his brothers kneel on the platform in the 
front of the school. That is the only thing I can 
remember about discipline particularly. 
Did your school have what you call the recitation bench 
or anything like that? 


















Okay, when your students had to give a lesson or recite 
anything, they would have to come up in front and stand 
at their recitation bench, right? 
Well, they sat on it. I don't know whether we had a 
recitation bench out here at those schools, I don't 
remember them like I did when I went to school but 
there was only I think maybe two or three at the most 
that I ever had in one class when I was teaching. 
Where did you live when you were teaching school? 
I boarded during the week with one of the families in 
the district. There was one there that would keep the 
teacher. I paid $20.00 a month for board and room and 
then ordinarily I would go home Friday night and come 
back either Sunday night or Monday morning. 
How would you get to school of the morning? 
Walked. 
You walked. How far approximately was it? 
A mile. One time the folks that I was living with 
moved and it ended up two and a half miles. That was 
just a short time before the end of the school that 
they moved. 
How did most of the children get to school? 
Most of them walked. 
But did a few of them ride horses or come in buggies? 
There weren't many of them that would come in buggies, 
once in a while the parents would bring them and then 
come back and get them if it was real cold or something 
like that. 
How would the parents bring them? 
I think in a lumber wagon. 
Do you have any idea when those school houses were 
built that you taught in? 
I don't have any idea when it was built because it was 
moved from close to Susank down to this location, about 
midway between Hoisington and Susank and then the new 
school house was built in 1927 or 1928 and it was 


















and now it is a residence down here on 6th Street now. 
You told me one was moved, do you have any idea why it 
was moved? 
I think that the school become larger and there was a 
territory out there at Susank, the little town of 
Susank grew and they thought they had enough 
students ••. this is just my idea, speculation on that 
but I do know the school house at one time had set up 
there close to Susank and then they must have built 
a school in Susank and then they moved, that one was 
at Shoefly so they moved it down and started down at 
this other district. 
Do you know who built those school houses? 
I'm not sure. 
would it have been you think the community people? 
Well they paid for it, the community. 
Through taxes? 
Through taxes. I thought you meant, I don't know who 
was the one that constructed the last school house. 
It was a big school house. 
What materials were used to build the school houses? 
Mostly wood. This one happened to be a brick school 
house. The last one that they built. 
Was the material that they were built from, like the 
wood and the brick, was it able to be found around 
close or do you think they had to ship the material in? 
I believe they had to ship the brick in at that time 
because that was before they had the brick plant 
between here and Great Bend. 
And the schools that you taught in were all public 
schools right? 
Yes, both of them. 
You have told me about the heating that you had stoves 
that you used wood and coal in. What about the 
lighting, what did they use for lighting? 
Gasoline lamp ••• well no they had gas lights, I mean 














didn't use lights very often, just when they had 
programs or something. I believe they had Aladdin 
lights then, I'm not positive. 
And your toilet facilities were outside? 
Outside. 
You probably didn't have too many people wanting to go 
to the bathroom during the winter time did you? 
No 
And you told me that the students were responsible for 
bringing their own water as you recall because you 
didn't have a well or pump then at the school. What 
were the significance of your school names? You told 
me one of them was Buckeye is that right? 
No, Shoefly. I don't know where they got that name. 
I've often wondered but I never did research to find out. 
And what was the other name of the school you were in? 
The other one was where I went to school, it was known 
as Hanson school for a long time and there was a lot of 
thistles around there, those big rolling thistles and 
I suppose that is where it got its name of Thistle 
Grove part of the time because they would pile up 
around there sometime. 
Describe for me a little about the interior of the 
school? 
There was a little cloak room as you came in, another 
door that you came in and the seats were, there were 
two rows of seats and these were single desks here and 
in the front of the room there was a raised sort of a 
platform and the teacher's desk was up there and there 
were blackboards, where there wasn't windows there were 
blackboards., across the south side was the blackboards 
and the there was sort of a bench along, I am getting 
my two schools mixed up, I know there were benches 
along the side, I think there were benches along the 
side in case they had visitors or a program, there 
would be places for people to sit. 
Do you remember how many windows were in your school? 
I think there were three, I believe there were three on 


















So a total of six. 
Something like that. 
And you could raise these windows in the summer time? 
Yea. After they built the new school house, there 
was about four steps up to the entrance to the school 
and there was a nice little porch at the entrance on 
the southwest corner and then there were cloak rooms as 
you came in and then the windows were higher and I 
don't remember just how many windows were there, it was 
a different design than the regular schools. 
Did you have a big bell at your school or did you just 
have a hand bell? 
A hand bell, 
And that is the way you called them in? 
That is the way you called them in, you would ring the 
hand bell. 
Did you have any procedures for dismissing the 
afternoon, did they march out or march in? 
Usually they did march out, sometimes they would sing a 
song before they marched out, 
Something that you told me awhile ago that I thought 
was interesting, was about the religious observance, 
you said that you had scripture reading from the Bible 
and you said you had the Lord's prayer. Tell me what 
you said about having the Catholics and Protestants? 
I said we had both Catholics and Protestants in the 
school and there were no objections to what we did, the 
exercise and they had no comments against it at all. 
That is great I wished it was like that today. 
I do too. 
I don't see why we can't get together and have a little 
religion, It seems the country was founded on a 
religious basis and now we can't even have any mention 
of it in schools which I think is absurd. 
Of course I think religious training really should come 














Right, I agree with that. 
we can't really make much 
the schools at all. 
I think it is asinine that 
of a mention to religion in 
Well they start their Congress with a prayer so why 
can't we start a school that way. 
Did you have any pictures inside the school, getting 
back to the physical appearance. 
Yes, I think we had a picture of Washington and Lincoln 
and it seemed to me like we had a picture, the pictures 
were there in one of the schools and I'm not positive 
which one that was, if it was one of the schools here 
or one way on back, but it was a picture of the 
gleaners, a religious picture of the gleaners where they 
were ••• or was it the Anglists, it was one where they 
were standing about in prayer, I guess that was the 
Anglists, evidently the bells were playing the 
Anglists and the people were responding by standing in 
a prayer attitude. 
Were there any physical changes that occurred in the 
school houses while you taught there? 
No 
You said there was a new one built. 
Yes, a new one was built. 
What special events happened at the school? Did the 
community use the school for any special things? 
They had the pie social, that was the main thing, and 
then there was a P.T.A. organization, I know there 
were several districts but I think most of the time 
they met at Susank because that was the central 
district at that time and the people from each 
community would come in there and then always the last 
day of school there was a big basket dinner. 
Were there any physical problems with the building that 
you can remember? Was it cold in the winter time and 
real hot in the summer time or what? 
Well the school wasn't ••• in the Fall usually you could 
open the windows and there would be enough of a draft 
through that you didn't notice the heat too much. It 
was hard to heat sometimes and, of course, it was small 
enough that you could move them around close to the 

















so in the winter time your class sessions were probably 
held pretty close to the stove? 
Yes 
And I guess another one of the physical problems that 
we should mention would be the lack of water because 
they had to carry their own. What happened to those 
school houses, are they still there? 
Well that one was moved down here at Hoisington and 
reconstructed. I don't know how they moved that brick 
house but they've got it down there and instead of the 
opening over this way. they've got the opening over 
here but it is the same building and it looks just like 
the same building, 
Where is it located, I would like to drive by and see 
it. 
It is up here on 6th Street, it is in the 200 block 
West of Main on 6th Street and it is a brick house. 
Well my friend lives just across the street in a big 
yellow house and this one is I think the second house 
from that corner on the south side of the street. 
Maybe I can give you an address, it is ••• I haven't been 
in the house since they moved it but .•. 
On the south side you say? 
Yes it is on the south side, 267 6th Street. 
What happened to the equipment and the supplies from 
the school, do you have any idea? 
I think they were auctioned or they were sold. 
And that revenue then probably went back into the 
district, hopefully it did anyway. 
I don't know what they did with it. 
What was the usual age of the child who started to 
school? 
Well I had four beginners that was five years old in 
the school here and I had one beginner that was six 
at the other school. 
Okay, how did your five year olds do? Did you have 















Well I could see everything that they learned, they 
just, it was wonderful working with these little 
youngsters. 
Really rewarding? 
Rewarding because sometimes you wondered if you was 
getting anything across to the older ones but those 
little ones they all did well in school. 
Did many children move in and out of school during the 
year? 
No. 
Okay, probably because their parents were farmers and 
they owned their own land. 
Most of them rented but they were located. 
What was the greatest distance travelled by any of your 
students would you say? 
Well out here a mile would be about the ••• 
they were centrally located close to the school and 
then when I went over to Prairie Center, there was one 
boy that came about three miles, I think, they brought 
him most of the time. 
Okay, but most of them you told me actually walked to 
school? 
Yes, most of them walked, because most of them was not 
more than a mile. 
Okay, tell me in the years that you taught how many 
students you had in class each year. We've talked a 
little bit about that but I want you to recount that 
for me. 
Now let's see the first year I had two in the 7th grade 
and the rest was all one single child in the class. 
The next year I had two 1st graders and two 8th graders 
and the rest of them were single in the class. It was 
about the same the next year and the next year I had 
one in each class, one in each grade, I think the 3rd, 
6th and 7th grade or something like that. And then 
over at Prairie Center I had one in the 1st, two in the 
4th, two in the 6th, one in the 7th and one in the 8th 
and let's see it must have been, there was a little 
girl in the 2nd grade, she was just there for a short 
time and passed away. There was one other one grader 












What did most of your students do after they graduated 
from school? Did they go on to high school or did they ••• 
As far as I know all of them went on to high school and 
I think most of them completed high school. 
Did any of them go to college that you know of? 
One of them went to the military, went to West Point 
and one of them was in the Air Force and lost his life. 
During world war II I assume? 
Yes during world war II. And some of them went on to 
college, I don't know whether any of them completed 
college or not. Let's see Mary Jo did and Marvin, I 
don't know how far they go at Sterling but he went to 
Sterling, one of them is a doctor so he went on to 
college, Raymond Keltner (sic) 





the cultural backgrounds of most of your 
Were they of German descent or do you really 
Well I had quite a few of them that were German 
descent. What were the Susanks? 
Mr. Williamson: Did you say something to me, you haven't spoken to me 
since this man come in. 
Gardner: 
Williamson: 
We're really busy here. 
We're trying to get the cultural background. The 
susanks, were they Bohemian? 
Mr. Williamson: Who? 
Williamson: Susanks. 
Mr. Williamson: Susanks were Bohemian I think. 
Williamson: And the Keltners and Fords were English and Irish. 
Mr. Williamson: They were I suppose third generation when they come 
over here ••• and they were just Americans. 
Williamson: Some of them were Germans 
Gardner: So there were some English, Irish, Bohemian and German. 
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Quite a melting pot there all thrown together. That 
is the way we usually find it here in Kansas, we had 
them from every place, 
Mr. Williamson: There at Susank there are mostly Russians and they call 
themselves Germans~ they left Germany way back and went 
to Russia and settled and the ••• 
Gardner: And they chased them out, 
Mr. Williamson: They chased them out, even killed some of them and they 
got on board a ship and came over her and settled out 
here. Some of them are nice people and honest people 
and some of them are pretty tricky. That is probably 
why they shot some of them. 
Gardner: Probably was. How many years was a student actually 
required to go to school? 
Williamson: They had to go to school until they finished the 8th 
grade or was 16, 
Gardner: Okay, till the 8th grade or 16. But most of them 
continued to go you told me even after 16. 
Williamson: Yes 
Gardner: And you told me about some of the outstanding students 
from your schools so we aren't going into that any 
more. How would you describe the dress and over all 
appearance of the students when they came to school? 
Williamson: They were always neat and clean. 
Gardner: Do you think the clothes they wore to school were a 
little better than what they usually wore at home? 
Williamson: Well I don't know they usually had to go home and 
change their clothes to do the chores, I know that 
but they were always neat and clean at school. 
Gardner: They wore basically the same clothes to school most of 
the time? 
Williamson: Yes. 
Gardner: Okay~ what would the cost be of an education back then 
per family for a year? They didn't have to pay any 
tuition did they? 
Williamson: No, no tuition. Their books probably would run about, 
well maybe from the average family where there was more 













each other's books, or they traded books a lot, the 
families did, so probably $10,00 would pay for the 
books, taking that into consideration where the books 
would be ••• because books weren't as high priced then as 
they are now, 
Did your school have boundaries, your little district 
where you taught, it had regular boundaries? 
Yes it had regular boundaries. 
Was the school pretty much centralized in the middle 
of the boundaries? 
Pretty much, It was centralized to where the families 
were. 
That could be one reason why it was moved that one 
time, 
Might have been 
If the population kind of differed from years before 
they might have had to move the school to make it more 
convenient so that would be a possibility. We've 
talked about the school being used for pie suppers and 
things like that in the community. Were there any 
traditions that you can think of that would be peculiar 
to those schools because of maybe the ethnic 
backgrounds of the people? 
None particularly that I can think of. 
Okay, there are probably so many varied backgrounds 
there that there wouldn't be. 
This school down here always was a tradition in most of 
the districts in the county, the basket dinner was a 
highlight. 
Well the lady I talked to yesterday said that she 
taught over at Yoder and she had Mennonites and the 
other religious group that is like Mennonites, I can't 
remember what she called them ••• Omish. And she said 
that on the 15th birthday of her male students, they 
had to drop school, their parents made them and the 
girls could go on and go to school if they wanted to 
but those parents of the Omish and Mennonites wanted 
those boys at home to work after their 15th birthday 
so they did get to go until they were 15 and I 
guess they were supposed to. You said that your school 






















And you had a school board? 
Yes 
How many people were on the school board? 
Three members. 
Okay, do you remember any of the names of any of the 
board members? 
Well out here was Henry Elkin, Rose Ford and Charlie 
Peltz. over at the other school there was Cecil 
Keltner, Ed Susank and William Polk. 
Okay, are any them still alive today? 
Rose Ford is still alive, she is out at Jetmore. I hear 
from her quite frequently. And let's see I guess the 
rest of them are all deceased. 
Who hired and fired the teachers? 
Well the school board hired them and I don't know who 
fired them. I suppose the school board did too. 
Did anybody else have any input into the hiring or 
firing of teachers besides the school board? 
Not that I know of. 
What would happen back then if one of the parents 
really got mad at the teacher?, That probably dido' t 
happen too much but could they go to the school board 
members and complain and then ••• 
I suppose they could, I have never heard of it happening 
but I suppose it could. 
They were in such support of the school that I'm sure 
that it probably didn't happen, at least very often at 
all. Did any activities take place between schools? 
The P.T.A. 
The P.T.A. and your graduation exercises. But did you 
have any spelling bees or anything like that against 
other schools? 



















When you were in school did you? 
We had visiting days once in a while, we would go to 
visit one of the neighboring schools, the whole school 
but that counted as a day of school and they would 
return the visit, the whole school and their teacher 
would come down to our school. 
That would be interesting. 
But we didn't do that. 
Were there any controversies surrounding the schools 
while you were there? Did the community disagree on 
anything? 
Not that I was aware of. 
Did the schools make any lasting contributions to the 
community that you can think of? 
Well I think ••• well let's see is there any of those 
kids really left in the community though, that stayed 
and worked in the community. There are several of them 
that live around here close. 
But most of them have probably moved away. 
They moved away from the community, that particular 
community ••• well now Henry Peltz is still a farmer, he 
was one of my 1st graders and he is still a farmer out 
there and has his farm. His parents are both gone but 
he continues on the farm. 
Why did the schools close? 
Pressure I think was part of it and then there wasn't 
enough pupils, it was the change in the economy I 
guess. The people moved away and there wasn't enough 
pupils to maintain a school and it was too expensive 
to maintain a school for just a few pupils. 
so they unified? 
They consolidated. 
Where did they go then? 
Most of them, both of those schools came into the 
Hoisington District. 
Was the land purchased or given to the schools do you 














I know in this one case, the land went back to the 
original owner of that property now, the one that owns 
it now. 
So it was probably donated. 
Probably, and I don't know about this other one over 
here in Prairie Center, I don't know what happened to 
the land there, I don't know what happened to the 
school house. 
Okay, and you told me that the funds for the 
construction of the school came from taxation in the 
community so the community certainly did help finance 
the construction of the school. And it didn't cost 
the students anything to enroll. And you have talked 
about your salaries so we aren't going to go into this 
anymore. Your salary was determined by really how 
much they could afford to pay you right? 
That's right. 
And the school board made those decisions and the 
teacher didn't have a voice in the salary as you said, 
How did you get your paychecks? 
They delivered them. 







I think the clerk made it out and sometimes 
to go have your voucher signed by the other 
of the school board. 
think of any other interesting experiences that 
or any odd experiences in the years that you 
I remember one day there was a little g~rl visiting and 
there was a little stairway going down to the basement 
and the back door and she came over and she said, 
"Edi th there is a worm crawling in that back door down 
there." We looked and there was a big bull snake 
coming in and it was headed for the basement. The two 
older boys went out, they weren't afraid of snakes and I 
was, they got a stick and they managed to get it before 
it got into the wood pile that was down underneath 
there that I would have had to use to start the fires 
and they managed to kill the snake and I will be forever 
grateful to them. 
You did say too that you had a boy that was in the Air 


















Yes, Herman Susank 
Anything else? 
And Junior Gross is, I don't remember what his rank is 
now as an Army officer but he went through West Point. 
He was a whiz in Math, he could really ••• 
Was there a lot of memorization back then?. Did you do 
a lot of memorization work with your students? 
They weren't required to do nearly as much as we were in 
our grade schools. They memorized a few things but not 
a whole lot. 
Had the whole educational process changed much from 
when you went to school and when you taught? 
There were different textbooks and well, I think there 
was a complete set of textbooks that were different 
from what l had when I went to school, that is the 
readers were different, different authors and the 
spellers were new and the arithmetics were new. And 
we had a pony to go along with the arithmetics so that 
if you get to a problem that skunked you why you could 
go to that book and tell you how to follow it. 
When you were teaching did you have teacher's manuals 
that went with the textbooks that would tell you things 
that you should do? 
Not many of them. 
How would you say discipline differed from when you 
went to school and when you taught? was it more laxed 
when you taught than when you were in school? 
Perhaps, the teachers in a big school had to be more 
strict than they did in a small school ••. 
You could be more informal in a small school. 
Right 
Really that concludes my interview. I want to thank you 
for helping us out by taking the time to recount your 
experiences and you gave me a lot of good information 
and I want you to know that we at Fort Hays state really 
appreciate the contribution that you have made. 
Thank you. 
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